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hours later, he says ‘eommon for me to
Me a dozen new e-mails frurﬁwe about the
case that Sugden typed out whﬂiﬂm was sleeping.
? Cﬂlleaguea say Sugdens’s near. found-the-clock
"mqu-: approach and sharp ltgal wit has helped
build the type of resume ::lmrned%f only the most
seasoned practitioners. 2
- ‘gThough Sugden’s been a la L seven years,
 already has racked up foup mmltimillion-dollar
gments. His biggest was I 47 million punitive
ges verdict two years @goon behalf of telecom-
unications giant Nonel Ne

- He also wong$5 mil :}n $10 million and $20

“consent j‘ucfgmems for the company in
the past few years — awards in which a defendant
corporation agrees to pay a judgment when faced
with hard evidence on claims, such as warranty
fraud and illegal product marketing.

Sugden this month was named sole managing
partner of his 24-attorney litigation boutique, Call
Jensen & Ferrell in Newport Beach. He also found
time to write a widely praised book on brand pro-
tection focusing on the concept of gray marketing
— a phenomenon in which a company’s products
are illegally distributed.

“Dave has a Herculean work ethic,” Ferrell
says.

A native of Vancouver, B. C., Sugden moved to
California to play baseball at Pepperdine Univer-
sity, where he earned a history degree in 1998. He
eamned his law degree there three years later, gravi-
tating to the field after watching his father practice
business litigation while growing up.

He joined Call Jensen & Ferrell right out of law
school. He said the partners let him cut his teeth
quickly on complex cases.

“As a young lawyer, I hit the ground running,”
Sugden says. “I got in trial and got deep experience
almost unmedmml}r helping me grow relatively
quickly for my age.

While Sugden said his dogged work schedule
has helped fuel his big results, he said another se-
cret to his success is being raspect[ul of everyone,
whether it be jurors, judges or opposing counsel.

Lu Pham, a Dallas-based attorney who faced
off against Sugden last year, called him “one of
the best lawyers I've ever worked against.” Pham
agreed to the $20 million consent judgment after
Sugden argued that Pham’s client, Alliance Tele-
com, had stolen Nortel’s software.

Pham said Sugden was “well prepared.”

“Not only does he know the law, he knows his
facts inside out,” Pham said.

In several instances, Sugden has convinced
judges to allow him to go into defendant com-
panies with the U.S. marshals office to conduct
“surprise searches and seizures” of evidence, such
as incriminating e-mails and other documentation.
He says such evidence has dramatically bolstered
his arguments and led to big awards.

Sugden tries to leave the office by 5:30 p.m.
to spend time with his wife, Mamni, a marketing
executive, and their two children, Charlotte, 4,
and Audrey, 3. He says he tucks the kids in bed
and then logs back on the computer, working into
the middle of the night. He says he catches a “few”
hours of sleep before heading back to the office
around 9 a.m.

“The hours can be long,” Sugden says. “But for-
tunately I like the work, so it’s not too bad.”

— JASON W. ARMSTRONG
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